Captain James W. Prendergast, U.S. Army

Assistant Professor of Military Science and Leadership

CPT James Prendergast is a native of Lewistown, Pennsylvania and entered the United States Army Reserve in December 1991 as an enlisted infantryman.  Upon enlisting, CPT Prendergast was assigned to B Co, 1/314th Infantry as a rifleman.  In the fall of 1993 CPT Prendergast entered the Army ROTC Program at Penn State University where he earned his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1997.  
From August 2004 until October 2006 CPT Prendergast commanded Bravo Detachment, 1st Space Company (Joint Tactical Ground Station - JTAGS) at Fort Bliss, TX.  Bravo Detachment was responsible for providing initial qualification training for Army and Navy JTAGS operators and served as a rapid deployment, contingency operations detachment in support early warning operations world-wide. 

Captain Prendergast served on active duty from February 1998 until February 2007.  During this period his duty assignments include; Platoon Leader and Headquarters Battery Executive Officer, 5th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Sears, Korea.  Headquarters Battery Executive Officer, Battalion Logistics Officer (S4), Battalion Human Resources Officer (S1) and Battalion Assistant Operations Officer (Assistant S3), 3rd Battalion, 62nd Air Defense Artillery, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, NY.  Commander, Bravo Detachment, 1st Space Company, 1st Space Brigade, Army Space and Missile Defense Command.  Captain Prendergast deployed to Kosovo from 2001-2002 and to Afghanistan in 2004 with the 10th Mountain Division.  CPT Prendergast also served as a Chaplain Candidate in the Army Reserve from 2007-2011.

Captain Prendergast’s military education includeds the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, GA, the Air Defense Artillery Officer Basic Course at Ft. Bliss, TX, The Engineer Captain’s Career Course at Fort Leonard Wood, MO, the Combined Arms and Services Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, KS, the Chaplain Officer Basic Course.  His awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Kosovo Service Medal, the Overseas Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medal and the Army Service Ribbon.  He has also been awarded the Army Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault Badge and the Space Operations Badge.

In August 2011 CPT Prendergast was reappointed as an Engineer Officer and assigned to the Mohawk Battalion as an Assistant Professor of Military Science and Battalion Executive Officer.  CPT Prendergast serves as the Alpha Company advisor and is responsible for coordinating the Battalion Staff.  

CPT Prendergast married Julie Prendergast in December 2002.  They currently live in Latham, NY and have two daughters, Iona and Kalista.  
