
Foundations 100 and 105
Generally Accepted Grading For Written Work
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	General Assessment Criteria
	The A paper is characterized by intelligence, originality and  creativity.  It contains a strong thesis and logical organization,. The A paper shows hard, clear and rigorous thinking. The language is sophisticated, eloquent, and error free.
	The B paper, while not as intelligent, creative and original as the A paper, is above average. The B paper has a clear thesis and a logical organization, amply supporting evidence and some good thinking. The language, while clear, is neither sophisticated nor eloquent. The writing is not error-free.
	The C paper  contains a  thesis, but it is not one that is intelligent, creative and original.  The organization of the C paper is neither logical nor coherent.  There is, however, some evidence of thinking.  Language is unclear and contains errors.
	The D paper does not contain a thesis.  It does however, contain an idea that could be developed into a thesis.
	The F paper does not contain a thesis and does not contain an idea that could be developed into a thesis.  OR the F paper does not meet the assignment. OR the F paper is plagiarized. 


Specific Assessment Criteria for Written Work and Research Paper

	Hard Thinking


	The A paper shows evidence of  extremely hard, intelligent thinking, originality and creativity.
	The B paper shows reasonably good thinking but it is not hard thinking, nor is it original or creative.  
	The C paper shows some average thinking but it is not hard thinking, nor is it original or creative.  
	The D paper shows little thinking of any sort.
	The F paper shows no thinking at all.

	

Thesis

	The A paper has an intelligent, sophisticated and creative thesis, that is expressed explicitly and with great clarity.
	The B paper has an intelligent thesis that is expressed clearly. It may not be original or creative, but it is reasonably intelligent.
	The C paper has a thesis, but it is not particularly intelligent, sophisticated, nor expressed clearly.
	The D paper does not have a thesis but does have a glimmer of an idea that could be used as a thesis.  
	The F assignment has no glimmer of an idea.

	     Argumentation
	The A paper provides excellent supporting arguments, evidence, examples and details.
	The B paper contains good supporting arguments, evidence, examples and details. 
	The C paper contains average supporting arguments, evidence, examples and details. 
	The D paper contains few  appropriate supporting arguments, evidence, examples and details. 
	The F paper contains no arguments, evidence, examples or details.

	Organization
	The A paper is extremely well organized and unified. It contains clear evidence of logic and of connections between ideas.
	The B paper contains minor flaws in organization and coherence.
	The C paper contains many flaws in organization and coherence.
	The D paper contains major and frequent flaws in organization and coherence.
	The F assignment  is unorganized and incoherent.

	Mechanics
	The A paper is virtually free of all errors in grammar, punctuation, word choice, spelling and format.
	The B paper contains minor grammar, punctuation, spelling,  and formatting errors
	The C paper contains many or substantial grammar, punctuation, spelling, and formatting errors.
	The D assignment contains numerous grammar, punctuation, spelling,  and formatting errors. 
	The F assignment is fraught with grammar, punctuation, spelling,  and formatting errors.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Research and Documentation
	The A paper shows evidence of serious and prolonged research that integrates appropriate sources flawlessly, using the scholarly work of others to support and enhance its thesis. The A paper correctly acknowledges and documents sources using designated citation method.
	The B paper shows evidence of good research and integrates sources well, using the scholarly work of others to support its thesis. The B assignment contains a few flaws in source documentation methods.
	The C paper shows evidence of some research and does an average job of integrating sources. The C paper contains some errors in source documentation errors.
	The D paper shows little evidence of research and does not use appropriate sources nor does it integrate sources well in support of its thesis. The D assignment contains major and/or numerous errors in source documentation methods.
	The F paper contains little to no  appropriate scholarly research.



