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	Course
	Learning Goal 1
	Learning Goal 2
	Learning Goal 3
	Learning Goal 4

	Required and optional course clusters
	Accurate Chicago style source citation (footnoting and in text) for Political Science
	Effective oral 

and written communication in major subfields of Political Science

	Comprehensive empirical research and data analysis in Political Science
	Problem-solving and logical reasoning in case analyses and political arguments

	Need for Capstone
(review 2010)


	Mastery of learning goal measured


	Mastery of learning goal measured
	Mastery of learning goal measured
	Mastery of learning goal measured

	POSC 370, 372, 374 or 376 
(Public Law)


	
	Course objective(s)  

	
	Mastery of Learning goal measured

	POSC 339 or 230
(Political Theory)
	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  

	
	Mastery of learning goal measured



	POSC 360, 265 or 260
(Public Admin. and Public Policy)


	
	
	Mastery of learning goal measured


	Course objective(s)  


	POSC 359, 355, 257, 254, 250
(World Politics)


	
	Mastery of learning goal measured 
	
	Course objective(s)  


	POSC 362, 349, 347, 346, 341
(Comparative Politics)


	Mastery of learning goal measured
	
	Course objective(s)  

	

	POSC 329, 325, 320, 315, 313, 310, 305 
(American Politics)


	Course objective(s)  

	Mastery of learning goal measured

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  


	POSC 218 and 205 (American Politics lower level)

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  


	POSC 180
(Political Research)
	Course objective(s)  

	
	Mastery of learning goal measured
	

	POSC 100, 130, 140, and 150
(Intro courses to  subfields)


	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  

	Course objective(s)  



	Academic Assessment Plan and Report 
B.A. in Political Science

2010-2011


	Submitted: June 1, 2010.
                                                                                            
	Department Chair:  Len Cutler

	Departmental Mission:

The department pursues three principal goals: 1) to prepare students for graduate opportunities and careers in the areas of law, public policy and administration, international affairs, teaching, journalism, government service, community and nonprofit service, and the private sector; 2) to educate every student with the knowledge and awareness of citizenship and the responsibilities that this membership entails within a democratic society; and 3) to enhance the level of sensitivity students display toward the cultural and political diversity within the United States and the larger world community.


	Stakeholder involvement in the following:  __X_ Mission    _X___Learning goals     ___X__Assessment procedures     ______ Curricular changes


	Assessment Plan
	Assessment Report

	Major/Program Learning Goals
(Reviewed 2009)


	Assessment Procedures
(In place for 

Fall 2010 and Spring 2011)
	Assessment Results
(To be reviewed summer 2011)
	Use of Results


	1. 
Students will exhibit research skills by properly citing sources in Chicago style footnotes.
Spring 2011

	Method:
Students will prepare a research paper.

Sampling:

Each student registered for POSC 349, Special Studies: Turkey
Timing:
Final Research Paper

Assessor:

Instructor of course

Metric:

Performance on an established rubric 

(See rubrics for short paper essays and research papers attached for quality review)
Grading:

5 Short Papers = 25% of final grade and 1 Research Paper = 38 % of final grade (total = 63% of total grade).

Goal:

At least 80% of students meet or exceed the basic standard. (Exceeds standards: 90% or above; Meets standards: 70% to 90%; Does not meet standards: less than 70%)

Feedback:

Each student will receive a detailed evaluation and critique of her/his work. 
	
	

	2. 

Students will demonstrate effective oral and written communication skills.
FALL 2010


	Method:

Students will prepare oral presentations (PowerPoint). Each student will write a book review.
Sampling:

Each student registered for POSC 257. Terrorism: Causes and Cures.
Timing:

PP Presentations and Book Review
Assessor:

Instructor of course

Metric:

Performance on established rubrics
Grading:

Presentation = 19% of final grade and Book Review =
19 % of final grade (total = 38% of total grade).

Goal:

At least 80% of students meet or exceed the basic standard. (Exceeds standards: 90% or above; Meets standards: 70% to 90%; Does not meet standards: less than 70%)

Feedback:

Each student will receive a detailed critique of her/his Oral Presentation and each student will receive an evaluation of her/his Book Review assignment.
	
	Instructor will identify strengths and weaknesses of PowerPoint presentations and book reviews for future use
Instructor will determine the usefulness of this approach for future classes.



	3.
Students will carry out comprehensive empirical research and data analyses.

Spring 2011

	Method:

Students will prepare a research paper.

Sampling:

Each student registered for POSC 180. Political Research 
(Methods)
Timing:

Final Research Paper and SPSS
Assessor:

Instructor of course

Metric:

Performance on an established rubric

Grading:

5% Research Proposal, 15% Literature Review, 5% Research Design, 15% Data Analysis, 5% Overall Assessment, 5% PowerPoint Presentation = 50% of final grade
Goal:

At least 80% of students meet or exceed the basic standard. (Exceeds standards: 90% or above; Meets standards: 70% to 90%; Does not meet standards: less than 70%)

Feedback:

Students will receive a detailed evaluation and critique of each segment of the research paper
	
	


	4. 

Students will show proficiency in problem-solving and logical reasoning abilities through the use of case analyses.
SPRING 2011

	Method:

Students will engage in Critical Analysis and Dialogue through the Socratic Method 
Sampling:

Each student registered for POSC 372. Civil Liberties.
Timing:

Socratic Engagement; Dialogue and Discussion
Assessor:

Instructor of course

Metric:

Performance on an established rubric

Grading:

20% of the grade
Goal:

At least 80% of students meet or exceed the basic standard. (Exceeds standards: 90% or above; Meets standards: 70% to 90%; Does not meet standards: less than 70%)

Feedback:

Students will receive detailed critiques of their case briefings
	
	


	5. 

Students will show proficiency in problem-solving and logical reasoning abilities through the use of political arguments.

FALL 2010


	Method:

Students will write 3 short, Critical Diagnosis papers and 1 Research Paper

Sampling:

Each student registered for POSC 339. Global Citizen

Timing:

Critical Diagnosis Papers and Research Paper
Assessor:

Instructor of course

Metric:

Performance on established rubrics

Grading:

45% Research Paper and 30% Critical Diagnosis Papers = 75% of final grade
Goal:

At least 80% of students meet or exceed the basic standard. (Exceeds standards: 90% or above; Meets standards: 70% to 90%; Does not meet standards: less than 70%)

Feedback:

Students will receive detailed evaluations and critiques of their work.
	
	Instructor will determine if short critical diagnosis papers are proficient in problem solving and logical reasoning abilities by students.

Instructor will evaluate strengths and weaknesses of using research papers in demonstrating problem solving and logical reasoning abilities through the use of political arguments.




	Other Outcomes
	Exit Survey under construction and to be administered in Spring 2011 


	

	Students will perceive themselves as proficient in departmental learning goals.
	
	

	Students will report satisfaction with POSC program.

	
	

	Students will succeed in gaining admission to graduate and professional schools.
	
	

	Students will secure positions relevant to their majors
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