CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF RESEARCH REPORT

1. TITLE PAGE—(5 points) must state clearly the title of the research, the authors’ names, authors’ e-mail addresses, and the date submitted.

2. ABSTRACT—(20 points) must concisely summarize research questions, main hypotheses, methodology, sample used, major findings, and conclusions.  It should be no longer than 200 words (one page).  It should be on a separate page from the rest of the report.

3. TABLE OF CONTENTS—(5 points) must list all major sections of the report and indicate page numbers for each section.

4. INTRODUCTION—(20 points) should clearly state the topic under study and explain its practical and/or theoretical significance.  It should include relevant data to support claims for importance of study.  It should explain what makes this study different from previous research.  It should make a strong case to explain why such a study is needed.

5. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE—(40 points) should include a thorough review of relevant research studies on this topic or related topics.  The studies cited must be up-to-date.  The studies must be cited using ASA format.  Studies with common emphases should be covered in the same paragraph.  Studies should be presented in a logical order.  The research findings are usually more important than the methodology and sample and should receive more emphasis in the text of the review.  The author should explain the relationship between various research findings.  The author should explain the relevance of past studies for the current research.  The review should conclude with a brief summary of previous research.

6. HYPOTHESES—(30 points) It should include at least five testable hypotheses.  Hypotheses should be in the form of a declarative statement.  Hypotheses should explicitly state which groups were compared.  Hypotheses must be empirically testable.  The authors should present a convincing theoretical justification for each hypothesis being tested.

7. METHODOLOGY—(35 points) It should include theoretical and operational definitions of key variables.  It should explicitly describe how key variables were measured.  If measures developed by other researchers were used, they should be cited.  It should explain how scales and summary scores were constructed.  It should explain when, how, and by whom the data were gathered.

8. SAMPLE—(20 points) should describe the population from which the sample was selected.  It should describe the method used to select the sample from the population.  It should identify any possible sources of bias in the sampling process.  It should identify the size of the sample—both the initial sample and the final returns.  For all surveys the return rate must be calculated.  Key characteristics (age, gender, race, etc.) of the final sample must be presented.  The authors must explain whether or not the sample is representative of the population.

9. FINDINGS—(100 points) this is the most important section of the research report.  It should include descriptive statistics for all key independent and dependent variables.  It should include the results of appropriate statistical tests on each hypothesis.  It should report both statistical values and significance of these values.  It should report decisions (accept/reject) for each hypothesis being tested.  It should utilize tables and graphs to present key findings.  Major statistical tables should be integrated with the text.  Other tables may be placed in an appendix at the end of the paper.  Additional analysis of data (beyond the original hypotheses) is expected in A papers.

10. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS— (20 points) should include a concise summary of the findings and a discussion of their implications.  Practical recommendations based on analysis of the data may be appropriate in some studies.  Recommendations for further study may be appropriate for most cases.

11. LIMITATIONS—(15 points) in this section the authors should identify any problems in their research design or flaws in the execution of their study.  What could have been done differently to make this a better study?  What has been learned about doing research in the course of this study?

12. REFERENCES—(15 points) must include full bibliographical information for all works cited in the paper.  Works not mentioned in the report need not be cited.  The references must be complied using ASA format.

13. DATA GATHERING INSTRUMENTS—(20 points) for surveys this should include cover letter and questionnaire.  For interview studies, include the interview schedule.  Other data gathering tools should also be reprinted here.

14. TABLES AND GRAPHS—(25 points) should include tables or graphs summarizing all major research findings.  Each table and graph should be numbered (Table 1, Figure 1) and should have a descriptive title (“ Mean Self-Concept Score by Major”).  These may be placed in the FINDINGS section of the report, or included as an appendix.

15. GRAMMAR, SPELLING, WRITING—(30 points) the final paper should be free from errors of grammar, spelling, and word usage.  The paper must be written in a clear, readable style.  The paper must be written in the past tense and in the third person (except the Limitations section).  The organization of the paper should be logical and easily followed.

16. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS—are pages numbered continuously beginning with the Introduction?  The title page, abstract and table of contents should not be numbered.  Are the pages of the report clipped (not stapled)?  Was the paper turned in on time?  Were two copies of the paper submitted?  Was a self-addressed return envelope provided?

