RESEARCH METHODS II:

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF POSTER PRESENTATIONS

The poster for this course should contain several basic elements.  Without these elements, the poster will be incomplete.

1. The title of the research project.  The title should be a concise description of what the study is about.  Usually, it should be shorter than 15 words—10 words or less is better.  The title should be prominently displayed on the poster and large enough to be easily read from a distance.  (5 points)

2. The name(s) of the investigator(s).  The investigator’s name(s) should be displayed below the title in a slightly smaller font than the title.  (5 points)

3. The abstract.  An abstract is a brief summary of the project.  It should be clearly identified as the abstract and printed in a font size large enough to be read by a person standing two feet from the poster.  It should be no longer than one page.  (20 points)

4. The data gathering instrument.  If the research project is a survey, a copy of the questionnaire and cover letter should be attached.  If the study used personal interviews, a copy of the interview questions should be attached.  This will give viewers an opportunity to see how the data were gathered.  (10 points)

5. Graphs summarizing the main results.  The most important part of the poster will be a series of graphs that describe the main research findings.  These graphs may be pie charts, bar graphs, clustered bar graphs, histograms, or other types of graphs.  The type of graph selected should be appropriate for the data.  These graphs should be large enough to be easily viewed by a person standing 3-4 feet away.  Each graph should have a descriptive title.  The axes on the graphs should be clearly labeled.  The use of color will make the graphs more eye-appealing.  The color printer in the Hines Hall computer lab (HH116CLJ) may be used to print graphs created with SPSS.     (45 points)

6. Other considerations.  Attractive composition of the poster will help convey the message.  Neatness is important.  Correct spelling and grammar are essential.  Accuracy in the presentation of the results is also important.  Photos or other illustrations can help to convey the subject of the study.  Effective use of color will enhance the presentation. (15 points)

7. Evaluation.  I shall examine every poster at the Academic Celebration and grade them using these criteria.  The grades will be posted within a few days.
