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	Mission: The Department of Sociology prepares students to be critical observers and engaged participants in the social world. We are committed to teaching, mentoring, advising, and engaging in collaborative research with students.  Through these relationships, the Department develops in students the requisite skills for engaged citizenship as well as professions and careers that employ sociological insight. The program emphasizes preparation for graduate-professional studies and employment in sociology, mass communications, criminal justice, law, health professions, education, environmental policy, public policy, urban planning, and community organizing, community development, human services and the business world.

	Stakeholder involvement in the following:  _x__ Mission    __x__Learning goals     _____Assessment procedures     ______ Curricular changes

	Assessment Plan
	Assessment Report

	Major/Program Learning Goals

	Assessment Procedures

	Assessment Results
	Use of Results

	1. Students will apply classical and contemporary sociological theories to understand societies.

FALL 2010

	Method: Practicum. Students will apply contemporary sociological theories to analyze a particular social problem. 
Sampling: Each student registered in SOCI 400 Sociological Theory
When: Final Project
Assessor: Instructor teaching SOCI 400
Metric: Performance on an established rubric.
Grading: 25 % of the final grade
Goal:  At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards (Exceeds Standards:  90% or above; Meets Standards:  70% - 90%; Does not meet Standards:  less than 70%)
	
	

	
2. Students will apply their understanding/ mastery of qualitative, quantitative research methodologies, and SPSS to effectively communicate sociological research findings.

SPRING 2010

	
Method: Students will prepare a poster presentation and a research report.
Sampling: Each student registered in SOCI 202 (26) Research Methods II.
When: Final Project
Assessor: Instructor teaching SOCI 202
Metric: Performance on an established rubric.
Grading: Poster: 20 % of final grade; Paper: 70 % of the final grade.
Goal:  At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards (Exceeds Standards:  90% or above; Meets Standards:  70% - 90%; Does not meet Standards:  less than 70%)
Feedback: Students will be given a detailed critique/evaluation. Each year one faculty person other than the instructor will provide feedback on student poster presentations
	
A. 100 % of students (26 of 26) students presented posters at the Academic Celebration, April 30, 2010.

B. 100 % of students (26 of 26 students submitted reports on their research projects.

C. Grading:

a. Exceeds Standards: 27 % (7 of 26) reports received a grade of A- Exceeded the expectation. (15 %) 4 others received a grade of A-. 

b. Met Standards: 54 % met standards. 

C. Does not meet standards:  
4 %. One student with an unsatisfactory report will be given the opportunity to make revisions.

D. Faculty member’s comments (other than the course instructor)
i. The faculty member examined 26 poster presentations at Academic Celebration, April 30, 2010
ii. Topics chosen were of contemporary sociological relevance like the Obama Campaign, Facebook and its Effects, 
iii. Every single project demonstrated primary research (all students collected primary data). Students used multiple tools to analyze data: interview data, data in the form of descriptive statistics, and many used SPSS. 











	
· Instructor has identified areas of strengths and weaknesses in the work produced by the students.  Feedback from students has highlighted other areas in need of improvement. This information will be used to revise the syllabus.
· Feedback from other faculty demonstrates that this assessment is not an individual enterprise, but a departmental initiative.
· Results of outstanding student research project will be shared with Siena Communications
· Outstanding students will be invited to present their projects at the annual meetings of the New York State Sociological Association and the Eastern Sociological Society.
· Two students presented their research at the October 2009 New York State Sociological Association meeting. Three students presented their research at the February 2010 Eastern Sociological Society meeting.
· Several students used skills learned in this course to conduct research projects in other courses.

	3. Students will use multiple sociological perspectives to analyze institutions (see Note) processes, and culture/s. 

SPRING 2010
Seminar in Sociology: Global media

(Note: Analysis of the institution of media











A. Demonstrate ability to conduct secondary scholarly research in subfields related to final project.





B. Demonstrate ability to write comprehensive and comparative literature review.





C. Demonstrate the ability to apply sociological critical thinking in engaging with literature in subfields

	Method: Students will prepare and annotated bibliography and write literature review
Sampling:. Each student registered in SOCI 490 Seminar (11)
When: Mid-semester project.
Assessor: Instructor
Metric: Performance on an established rubric (attached)
Grading: 20 % of the final grade. 
Goal:  At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards (Exceeds Standards:  90% or above; Meets Standards:  70% - 90%; Does not meet Standards:  less than 70%)





















	





















A. Annotated Bibliography
a. Exceeds standards: 55 % (6 students)
b. Met standards: 45 (5 students)
c. Does not meet standards: None 


B. Literature Review
a. Exceed standards: None
b. Met standards: 100 % (11 students)
c. Does not meet standard: None



C. Critical thinking/Literature review
a. Exceed standards: None
b. Met standards: 100 % (11 students)
c. Does not meet standard: None

	Possible steps to improve student performance:

a. Develop workshop for literature review assignments prior to due date.
b. Develop post-workshop after literature review and annotated bibliography get turned in, so that students who did not meet expectations can re-write the assignment.
c. Identify low performing students and develop a contractual agreement with those particular students to ensure 100% performance and effort

	4. Students will critically analyze social problems. 

Fall 2010
	Method: Final examination. Students will write 4 essays on contemporary social problems. Students will also answer 50 multiple-choice questions, which will test their conceptual clarity in Social Problems. 
Sampling: Each student registered in SOCI 120 Social Problems.
When: Final Exam
Assessor: Instructor teaching SOCI 120
Metric: Performance on an established rubric (attached)
Grading: Exam: 20 % of the final grade.
Goal:  At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards (Exceeds Standards:  90% or above; Meets Standards:  70% - 90%; Does not meet Standards:  less than 70%)

	
	

	5. Students will analyze issues of diversity (race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality) and their impact on global societies. 

Fall 2010

	Method: Students will write a research paper on women’s movements in Islamic societies. 
Sampling: Each student registered in SOCI 490 Seminar in Sociology
When: Research Paper
Assessor: Instructor teaching SOCI 490
Metric: Performance on an established rubric.
Grading: Paper: 20 % of the final grade.
Goal:  At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards (Exceeds Standards:  90% or above; Meets Standards:  70% - 90%; Does not meet Standards:  less than 70%)

	
	




	

Other Outcomesh
	
	
	



	A. Student conference travel support is required: Students with outstanding projects present at the annual meetings of the New Your State Sociological Association, the Eastern Sociological Society and the American Sociological Association.
B. Students require access to a large format printer for printing professional quality research posters.
C. Bulletin boards are needed for the display of outstanding student research.
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