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Highlights of the 2009-2010 academic year include:

Students: 

Class of 2010:  Ten Seniors were graduated May 16, 2010.  We held our annual Honoring Ceremony on May 15, 2010.  Julianne Kallenburg was awarded the major field award at the Academic Awards ceremony earlier that day.   Nicolas Mojica was awarded the Gerald Irrizary Award for Cultural Diversity, Equality and Equity Award. Five seniors, including Kellie Duggan (posthumous) were inducted into the National Phi Alpha Social Work Honor Society.  Theresa Wojtecki was given a certificate of appreciation for her role as President of the Social Work Club as well as a certificate of appreciation for serving a two-year term as a student representative on the Social Work Advisory Board. 

Siena College awarded senior Kellie Duggan (in memoriam) an honorary degree at commencement on May 16, 2010.

The 3rd annual Endowed SW Scholarship award went to: Theresa Wojtecki in the amount of $1,500. Standard procedure will have this paid out in an installment each semester of her senior year.

Seniors are attending graduate MSW Programs at Columbia University, Fordham University, and SUNY at Albany.  Others are seeking BSW employment or pursuing service opportunities.
Seniors served as team leaders on March 9, 2010 at the annual legislative action day of the NYS Social Work Education Day. The legislative agenda included Dignity for All Students Act, Higher Education for TANF recipients, and Reinvestment in Community Services as part of Juvenile Justice Reform.

For SWRK 440, seniors developed a gimmick gift and flyer to urge legislators to support funding for homeless youth.  The slogan was “everyone deserves a place to call home”.  This was distributed to legislators on March 5, 2010.  The slogan and picture have been adopted by the statewide runaway and homeless youth coalition as part of their weekly update flyer to legislators.
For SWRK 400, seniors worked through their community practice class this year on the Alzheimer’s Memory Walk on Sept 26, 2009.  They raised funds, sponsored campus educational events, and walked as part of the Siena team.  Some of their events were co-sponsored with the Franciscan Center for Service and Advocacy.

Seniors attended and presented at the annual NYS Social Work Education Association Conference in Saratoga Springs, Oct 14-16, 2009.  Students, with Professor Strock-Lynskey presented on the Operation Dignity Trip and two other seniors did a poster presentation on their Siena Summer Scholars research work with Professor Carla Sofka on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  
Class of 2011: There are 14 students in this class.

Juniors participated in the field site selection process during the spring 2010 semester.  Appointments to field organization were made by the Department in June 2010.  
Junior, Natalee Gumbs, and Professor Diana Strock-Lynskey presented a workshop on the Project Dignity Trip to Gowanda/Olean last fall on cemetery restoration at the annual BPD conference in Atlanta, Georgia during the spring 2010 semester. Eight students, including a number of juniors, a senior, and students from other majors, as well as Professor McIntosh, participated in that service trip.  Part of this service trip was time partnered with students from St. Bonaventure as well as mental health consumers from the local Mental Health Association.
Juniors, Molly Chamberlain and Mercy Kyeremeh served as junior student representative on the Advisory Board for 2009-2010.  They will continue their two year term in 2010-2011.

Class of 2012:  During the spring 2010 semester the Department conducted admissions interviews with social work students.  As of June 2010, this incoming junior class made be between 23 and 25.  This has implications for numbers of sections of social work courses needed and class size.    The major has topped out at 60 majors at one point during spring 2010, reflecting an increasing number of social work majors.

Other: 

Service learning projects have been incorporated into two sections of SWRK 100 for students to participate in community-based learning.  Collaborative partnerships to develop these service learning projects have been forged with the Franciscan Center for Service and Advocacy, VISTA Fellows, and a number of community agencies.

Brother Brian Belanger met with the Department on June 2, 2010 to review social work service study abroad options for our social work students.  At this time, nine social work students from the class of 2013 have met with Brother Brian about study abroad experiences for spring of 2011. 
Alumni have presented in classes for us including Stephen Farina to talk about his role at Bethesda House, working with people who are homeless; Robin MacHattie, to talk about her domestic violence services work at Equinox, Marion Dunlop, to talk about her work with child protective services, and a panel presentation to seniors on career options including Julie Garcia, DA of Essex County, Royal Smith from NYS OTDA, Emily Colton from Parsons Child and Family Center, Clara DeSanctis Johnson from the NYS Department of Health –AIDS Institute. 

Alumni also serve as junior internship supervisors, field educators, and advisory board members.

Some junior and senior social work majors traveled to Olean, NY for a second Operation Dignity cemetery restoration on the grounds of the former Gowanda Psychiatric Center.  This has been coordinated and fundraised by Diana, and Donna joined them as part of the community practice class.
Two honors students were mentored by social work faculty, Donna McIntosh and Diana Strock-Lynksey during 2009-2010.    Donna served as a reader for a third honors student during spring 2010.
A number of independent studies were offered during the 2009-2010 academic year, including three with Carla Sofka, one with Diana Strock-Lynskey, and one with Donna McIntosh.

One tutorial for SWRK 400 was provided to a returning senior by Donna McIntosh during fall 2009. This tutorial allowed the flexibility for the student to complete her social work major at Siena and graduate May 2010.
Faculty/Department: 

Faculty/Staff:

Joe Zoske: In May 2010, Joe gave an invited keynote presentation on his specialty area of men’s health promotion, at a CDC Public Health Education conference in Atlanta.

Joe led a group of Siena students during the week-long February break to North Carolina to participate in Habitat for Humanity.
Carla Sofka:  Carla was a finalist for both the Excellence in Teaching Award and Excellence in Scholarship Award.

Carla traveled to Australia last summer (as a tourist and a conference presenter), and her presentation “Museums as Healing Spaces” has been published in the International Journal on the Inclusive Museum.
Carla signed a book contract with Springer Publishing to co-edit a book on the use of thanatechnology in grief counseling and death education.
Carla attended the Association for Death Education and Counseling’s annual conference, where she presented a poster on the cultural reincarnation of Michael Jackson and began her term as 1st Vice President of ADEC.
Carla did a presentation at the April retiree’s luncheon on her research about the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial as a healing space.  
In conjunction with Dr. Sudarat Musikawong (Sociology), Carla received an Information Literacy Grant that focused on the creation of archival knowledge and involved students in her death and dying class.  Students created electronic archives of the Union Square Scrolls that were generated in the immediate aftermath of 9-11-2011.

Diana Strock-Lynskey: Diana was a finalist for the Excellence in Service Award. 
Diana served as Coordinator of Field during summer 2009 and fall 2009.

Meghan Dunn, VISTA Fellow, began her year long work with Professor Strock-Lysnkey on mental health/social work initiatives July 1, 2009 and will be completing her term at the end of June, 2010.


Meghan Dunn, VISTA Fellow, and Professor Strock-Lynskey developed and moderated a panel workshop on Suicide and the Economy offered at Siena College on March 24, 2010.
Diana presented with honors student, Kim Vassilatos, on Kim’s honors thesis work on conflict resolution and restorative justice and Diana’s work in restorative justice at a national restorative justice conference during fall 2009.

Diana was awarded an Information Literacy Grant to increase the disability resources for students taking the Human Behavior sequence. 

Diana was awarded a full year sabbatical leave for 2010-2011.  During summer 2010, she has begun the class work for her PhD at the University of Utah and will work on developing her dissertation work during her leave.
Kevin O’Connor: The Department welcomed Kevin O’Connor as our new Visiting Assistant Professor. He brings expertise from many years of direct service/management addressing the issue of homelessness in the Capital District, and experience and skills as a (now former) adjunct professor, field educator, and advisory board member for us. He assumed the role of Coordinator of Field Education during spring 2010. 

Kevin O’Connor participated in a service trip in New Orleans where he worked on house rehabilitation and communication revitalization. This is his second trip.

Kevin presented a workshop; Day to day Practice and Ethics of the Housing First Model at the Supported Housing Network of New York at their Annual Conference in June 2010.

Kevin was appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Corporation for AIDS Research, Education and Services (CARES) in June 2010
Kevin O’Connor was selected for the award by the NYS Division of Parole for his outstanding work with parolees. This was noted in Siena New, fall 2009.
Donna McIntosh: Donna is a featured interviewee of 66 social work faculty nationwide who has been teaching 10+ years.  The book is authored by Spence Zeiger and entitled, “Career Reflections of Social Work Educators.  
Donna was invited to participate in a federally funded family court improvement project with Albany County Family Court to examine the policies, procedures and practices that result in a high rate of long term placement of foster care youth in the county.

Donna McIntosh attended the annual program meeting of the Council on Social Work Education in San Antonio, TX, where she presented a second photo exhibit, Signs of Social Protest II.
During spring 2010, Donna served as a panel presenter at a campus-wide discussion on social responsibility/social responsible investing, organized by Sandy Serbalik and the student group, FMA. 
In May 2010, Donna served as an invited panelist by the Albany County Youth Bureau to select among a number of nominees for ten countywide youth recognition awards granted in the areas of academics, art, athletics, and civic leadership.  Awards were presented to the youth on June 2, 2010.

During summer 2009, Donna was a final editor for the Mental Health Association in NYS, on a state Office of Mental Health grant for $550,000 which was subsequently awarded. 

Robert Rivas:  Bob continues to serve full time in the Foundations Sequence.  

Bob offered his social work elective, The Native American Experience during spring 2010.

During spring 2010, Bob presented a paper at the BPD conference (Atlanta, Georgia) in a plenary session in front of hundreds of faculty and students!
Bob is a featured interviewee of 66 social work faculty nationwide who has been teaching 10+ years.  The book is authored by Spence Zeiger and entitled, “Career Reflections of Social Work Educators.  

Adjunct Instructors:
Dacey Bonney, of Unity House Families Together Domestic Violence Program taught the domestic violence elective for 2009-2010.   She had been partnering with the regular adjunct instructor, Karla DiGirolamo, for some time.  Karla is over-extended at this time in her job and we were pleased to have Dacey step into this course. 

Peter Lacy, LCSW, continues to teach the social work elective, Drugs and Alcohol, which is offered and filled each semester. 
We held a recognition dinner early fall 2009 to give recognition and certifications of appreciation to the 3 adjuncts (Leslie Grossmann-Brown, Beth Pacini & Tammy LaBrake) whose courses were covered by our complement of fulltime faculty.

Department- Programmatic/Curriculum: 
The SWRK Interpersonal Communication Course for the Albany Pre Med Program was approved by the Board of Instruction to become SWRK 454 Health Care Communication Skills. This becomes effective 2010-2011.
The Board of Instruction approved course name changes for the two field education courses from SWRK 410 Basic Field Education and SWRK 420 Advanced Field Education to SWRK 410 Field Education I and SWRK 420 Field Education II.  This takes effect 2010-2011.

The Department sponsored a full-day workshop on November 12, 2009, here on campus entitled “Living in the aftermath of trauma”.  The workshop presented included David Kaczynski and Gary Wright and Patricia Fennell, LCSW.  Patricia has developed a four stage model of trauma recovery and has partnered with David and Gary to have them tell their stories of trauma and their paths to recovery. 
Advisory Board:  The Advisory Board is comprised of students, alumni, social work practitioners, and other community members. It meets five times a year and is responsible for assisting the Department in ongoing program review, enhancements, and compliance with CSWE reaccreditation.  During 2009-2010, the Board focused its work on working with alumni and Siena’s Community Relations to develop storyboards on alumni for public outreach and recruitment, the annual newsletter, conducting annual year-end focus groups, and a number of small projects. 

The Advisory Board membership for 2009-2010 includes:  Carrie Towle, Chair, Stuart Gitlin, Janet Jones, Heather Horton, Beth Pacini, Kathy Garner Greco, Mary Beth Finnerty, Andrea Pavlis Hubalek,  Maria Morris Groves, and student representatives Theresa Wojtecki (Class of 2010), and Molly Chamberlain and Mercy Kyeremeh (Class of 2011). 

Board Member Janet Jones died in May 2010 after a long illness.  She was instrumental in helping to endow the social work scholarship, beginning with annual $1000 scholarships she provided herself to students until the scholarship was endowed.  She will be missed.

The Board and Department’s annual newsletter is scheduled to be disseminated late June 2010.
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