Political Science Research Paper Rubric
Post-Soviet Politics (50 pts)
Name: __________________




Date: ______________________

Your research paper has been evaluated according to the following criteria:

· A score of 1 indicates that more effort is needed. There is little or no evidence of the stated criteria.

· A score of 3 indicates that your work is on-track and that you have achieved average accomplishment of the criteria.

· A score of 5 indicates full, elaborated, and exemplary achievement of the criteria.

 Thesis/Hypothesis/Research Question:  The thesis of the paper (posited as a research question or a hypothesis) should be apparent on your first page, must be clear, concise, and indicate the specific purpose of the paper.
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Structure:  The paper should be understandable and well organized. Transitions between parts of the paper should be smooth and effective, with properly written paragraphs (topic sentences, transitions between paragraphs).
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Use of evidence:  Evidence should be drawn from quality research sources, and should be used effectively to support the thesis/test the hypothesis.  Evidence contrary to the thesis or hypothesis should be gathered and irrelevant or unnecessary information should be excluded.  Evidence must be organized properly and integrated within paragraphs to buttress all points. 
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Integration of Disparate Segments: The Annotated Literature Review and Policy Analysis segments must be incorporated into the final paper. Make sure to connect your paragraphs to other parts of the paper. The Annotated Literature Review should link 2-4 different positions into a comprehensive idea.
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Analysis and Reflection:  Analysis of the data should follow a clear and well defined method of analysis.  Evidence is clearly related to paragraph topic sentences, the analysis is interesting, posing new and creative ways to think about the material. You should demonstrate thoughtful reflection on ethical issues that may be raised.
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Logic and Argumentation:  Ideas in the paper should flow logically; the argument should be identifiable, reasonable and sound, and well supported by the evidence and analysis. You must consider counter-arguments and alternate interpretations of the evidence, and deal with them effectively. You should show an understanding of the limits of your own arguments. 
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Mechanics:  Sentence structure, grammar, and diction should be clear with the correct use of punctuation and citation style, and minimal to no spelling errors. Offensive and sexist language should not be used.  
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Citation: You need a minimum of ten articles for the research paper. You can only use scholarly articles, which report on political science/social science research. Avoid any errors in your Chicago style citation in your footnotes and bibliography. Distinguish between Chicago style citation in your footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.
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Most Influential/Significant Journal Articles: You are expected to provide the instructor with a hard copy of the three most significant and influential journal articles for your paper. 
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Overall score =______

Comments:

