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	Mission: 	
          The Department of Philosophy seeks to stimulate reflection on fundamental issues such as justice, freedom, the nature of reality, the human condition, beauty, and God.  The Department’s courses contribute to intellectual growth and maturity by providing a perspective which helps students view themselves and their relations to others, the world, and God in a responsible and intelligent manner.
          Committed to teaching excellence, the Philosophy Department plays a central role in the liberal arts core curriculum, offers  major and  minor programs of study, and  prepares students for careers in education, law, medicine, business, journalism, ministry, and government.  Philosophy courses stress logical thinking, analysis, sound argument, and clear writing.  They do so while introducing students to the rich intellectual traditions that have shaped western and non-western cultures.
          The Department serves the liberal arts mission of Siena College by fostering scholarly thought and intellectual inquiry. Through its faculty’s writings, colloquia presentations, lectures, support of interdisciplinary and honors programs, and sponsorship of clubs, the Philosophy Department encourages exchanges of powerful ideas at Siena and elsewhere.


	Stakeholder involvement in the following:  ___ Mission    ____Learning goals     __x___Assessment procedures     __x____ Curricular changes

	Assessment Plan
	Assessment Report

	Major/Program Learning Goals

	Assessment Procedures
Senior Survey (=S)
Exit Interview (=I) 
Rubric on Writing (=R)
Symposium Interview (=L)
Annual Lecture (=A)


	Assessment Results
Course Evaluation from PHIL490  (=C) 
	Use of Results
Retreat (=R)



	
1. Competency in the Discipline:  Students will achieve an understanding of the different branches of philosophy (e.g., logic, ethics, the history of philosophy) together with their foundational figures.
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 S: Overall students indicated history was spotty (3 of 5) but their understanding of philosophers and texts was high (4.5 of 5)

I: ‘got cheated a bit, no Locke, Hume, Kant’

	

Reexamine our requirements for majors, particularly the history sequence, in upcoming program review

Consider separating assessment of logic, ethics, history, as well as breadth versus depth 


	
2. Critical and Interpretive Skills: Students will be able to articulate and critically evaluate various philosophical positions through both oral and written presentation. 
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  A (student’s attendance, 
  questions and responses to
  annual lecture)








Pablo Muchnik submitted 5 papers from his Honors Ethics course to be evaluated by CAC reviewers

Jenny McErlean spent a day reviewing core course papers for Critical Thinking at the invitation of Bruce Eelman
	
R: Sample of 6 Final Papers by seniors had mixed results

C: 6 of 9 students completed an additional course evaluation and reported peer review and draft/research process very helpful: ‘having the chance to present my draft ahead of time to the class and get feedback from you and my peers was invaluable’, ’now know how to maneuver data bases’ 
 
S2a: our dept. demands an average of 8+ research papers in philosophy courses
S2d: research papers were judged most effective in promoting philosophical development
S3b: all students reported high gain in confidence (4.6 out of 5) in thinking critically and independently since freshman year   


I4: ‘growth in ability to do research from Symposium’
I7: ‘in one business course, prof. asked where I learned to write. Philosophy was the answer’
I7: ‘make logic a prereq for all other courses’
  
A: response essays and conversations indicate ability to articulate questions, relate to myriad thinkers
	


Need to continue efforts to teach research process and revision of written work, further development of writing lab approach (for Seminar and Symposium)


Encourage submission of fine student essays for conferences and publications

Undertake a departmental discussion on improving students’ oral presentations





Significantly change assessment of majors: move to a discussion of each major at the end of each semester to determine progress towards goals








Reexamine logic offerings, requirements for majors, and place for logic in new core

Continue to choose speakers that will have interdisciplinary appeal and relevance to current courses



	
3. Reflective Development: Students will acquire the foundation for a thoughtful and morally responsible life.  
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S3a: students report philosophy courses highly effective in giving resources to think about moral issues ( 4.3 out of 5) 



I: moral reasoning from philosophy courses reported as helpful  in business and law

	



Continue, revise, and perhaps expand courses with focus on moral responsibility in program review and transition to new core


	





 

	
	
	



	

Other Outcomesh
	

Alignment Matrix


Wickid Whammi (or What Can I Do With A Major In…)
	




While sessions on future opportunities for philosophy and humanities majors are needed, offer either in-class or during registration to increase attendance

I: students suggest more informal faculty/student get togethers

	










Regularize dinner for majors and minors in September, as well as Senior Dinner in May

Continue to encourage Philosophy Club in creating informal opportunities for socializing and casual discussion; restructure Phil Club to obtain greater interest and interdisciplinarity  

R: Symposium evaluation: be sure to arrange for time with students for each outside lecturer; rethink timing of panel discussion; student’s noted and appreciated participation of Julian Davies; clarify with VPAA budget, structure, release time 



	A. 






