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	Mission: The primary goal of the History Department is to introduce students to the complexity and diversity of the human past.  The discipline of history trains students to do research and to analyze, synthesize, and critically evaluate evidence and ideas. This is accomplished through a History curriculum that promotes inquisitiveness, critical thinking, and clear communication achieved by interaction between faculty and students.  The department has two primary aims: 1) to provide a major that will help prepare students for entrance into graduate school and the professions of law, government, foreign service, teaching, and business; and 2) instill in students the value of knowledge not only to comprehend their world but also to take an active role in shaping a positive future.
Mission statement of the History Department adopted 5/07


	Stakeholder involvement in the following:  ___ Mission    ____Learning goals     _____Assessment procedures     ______ Curricular changes

	Assessment Plan
	Assessment Report

	Major/Program Learning Goalsf

	Assessment Proceduresi
(Rubric attached)
	Assessment Resultsj
	Use of Resultsk

	1. Students will be able to distinguish between primary and secondary sources as understood by historians.
Assess:
Fall 2010
	Assessment Procedures: 
Each student enrolled in HIST 101 or HIST 190 will be assigned a primary source reader.  They will critically review selected documents for biases, context, and importance.

When: 

Assesor: instructors teaching HIST 101/HIST 190

Metric: Graded Exercise

Grading: Percentage of final grade varies by instructor.

Goal: 90% of students will demonstrate master of primary and secondary sources as evidenced by at least one graded exercise.

	There are quizzes and discussion of primary documents and discussion of material in secondary texts.  90% of students pass quizzes with 70 (C-) grade.  Quizzes stress historical analysis and interpretation.
	Indicative of student development of analytical and interpretive skills.  Results used to reveal areas that need more instructor development and student competency.

	2. Students will be able to articulate and critique the significant points in scholarly historical books and articles.
Assess:
Spring 2010
	
Books: 
Assessment procedures: Each student enrolled in HIST 204 will complete a book review/analysis of 3-5 pages.
When: By the end of the semester
Assesor: Instructor teaching HIST 204
Metric: Assessment by instructor
Grading: Usually 15-20% of final grade.
Goal: At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards by successfully completing an analysis.
__________________________________________________________________________
Articles: 
Assessment procedures: Each student enrolled in HIST 201 will submit written analyses of three scholarly articles. 
When: On a monthly basis
Assesor: Instructor teaching HIST 201
Metric: Grade based on format, clarity, presentation and analysis.
Grading: 30% of final grade. (10% for each analysis)
Goal: At least 80% of students meet or exceed standards by successfully completing the third analysis.

	Of the 71 students enrolled in HIST 204, only a few students failed to successfully complete the book review/ analyses.  Well over the 80% goal.  

Of the 70 students enrolled in HIST 201, only one student failed to successfully complete the analyses of the 3 articles.  (Not included a few students who withdrew from the  course). Well over the 80% goal.  
	Evaluate areas of consistent weaknesses exhibited by students to determine where instructional emphasis should be placed to enhance analytical skills.



	
3. Students will demonstrate competence in research skills.
Assess 
Spring 2011
	
Assessment Procedures: Based on research, each History Major will write a thesis as part of a Capstone Course (HIST 499) or for the college honors program
When: At the end of the semester
Assesor: Instructor teaching HIST 499
Metric: Grade based on topic selection, proposal, research,
rough draft and final text.
Grading: 40% of final grade.
Goal: 90% of students will successfully complete the thesis portion of the capstone class.



	All students (27 in the fall, 11 in the spring) who took Hist 499 in the fall and spring of 2009-10 passed with a minimum grade of C-.

	Instructors of 499 report back to the department on detected weaknesses of student who are all seniors.  When weaknesses are reported the department tries to act by examining how the History curriculum can be adjusted to address the weaknesses.


	4. Students will be able to create an annotated bibliography for any given topic in history.
Assess: Fall 2010

	Assessment Procedures: Each History Major will complete an annotated bibliography as part of HIST 290
When: Each Semester
Assesor: Instructor teaching HIST 290
Metric: Grade based on  usefulness for research project
Grading: 15% of final grade
Goal: 100% of students will successfully complete an annotated bibliography.




	
All students (7 in the fall, 17 in the spring) successfully write an annotated bibliography that is used as preparation for their Hist 499 capstone thesis.  This is reviewed and graded by the instructor until it is appropriate.
	
Applied to the next course, 499 for research preparation.

	5. Students will be able to locate all the world’s continents and oceans on a map; as well as most of the world’s nations and important topographical
features.
Assess: Fall 2010

	
Assessment Procedures: Map Quiz in HIST 101 course
When: Each semester
Assesor: Instructors teaching HIST 101
Metric: Grade based on quiz results
Grading: Percentage of final grade varies with instructor.
Goal:  90% of students will received a passing grade on a standardized HIST 101 map quiz that will be administered to all sections.


	
All students who pass Hist 101 must pass the map quiz which is administered in all sections of Hist 101. All students must pass with a minimum grade of B (85)..  If not achieved, students must continue to take the quiz until passed with a B.  All students pass who pass the course. The goal is met.
	
Assess minimal geographic literacy of students to determine what areas of emphasis are needed.

	
6. Students will be able to experience, compare and contrast diverse cultures and viewpoints in the histories of various peoples.
Assess: Spring 2010

	
Assessment Procedures:  Each major will complete HIST 201. The West and the World I
When: Each Semester
Assesor: Instructor
Metric: Exam essays are based on primary source readings in Non-Western Societies before 1500.
Grading:  30-40% of Midterm and Final Exams.
Goal: 80 % of students will successfully earn at least 30 points on the the essay portion of the final exam.

	
Almost all students (70 in the fall and in the spring)  in HIST 201 were able to successfully complete the essays on non-Western Societies on the mid-term and final exams.  This goal was met.
	As a core history course all majors are required to take (it is also open to non-majors), successful completion forms a foundation for understanding the connections of world history.  
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