                                                         School of Liberal Arts 
                                                                 Highlights

                                                              AY 2010-2011



Dr. Meg Woolbright, Professor of English and Coordinator of the Foundations Sequence, received The Jerome Walton Award for Excellence in Teaching from Siena College for Academic Year 2010-2011.

Dr. Naton Leslie, Professor of English, received The Raymond Kennedy Excellence in Scholarship Award from Siena College for Academic Year 2010-2011.

Dr. Vera Eccarius-Kelly, Associate Dean of Liberal Arts and Associate Professor of Political Science, published a book entitled, The Militant Kurds: A Dual Strategy for Freedom.  Dr. Eccarius-Kelly is a recognized scholar on modern Turkey and has offered regular commentary in the local media during the uprisings in the Middle East this Spring. Additionally, she was awarded the Father Matthew T. Conlin, O.F.M. Distinguished Service Award for AY 2010-2011 from Siena College, for her outstanding service to the Siena community.

The School of Liberal Arts is pleased to announce that it hired ten new faculty members this year, to begin teaching in Fall 2011.  National searches brought top candidates to campus for positions in Music, Broadcasting, American Literature, Writing, Asian Religions, Spanish, International Politics, Philosophy, Psychology, and Education.

Paul Konye, Associate Professor of Music, had two papers published this year, on Beethoven and on the Creative Process.  In April, his composition “Three African Miniature Songs without Words” was performed in New York City by Maestro Max Lifchitz at Christ and St. Stephen’s Church.

Ten theatre students participated in the Region One Conference of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival.  Several of them were sent there upon the recommendation of regional reviews of their work.  Assistant Professor Paul Ricciardi accompanied them and presented at the conference.  This month, Professor Ricciardi begins his term as Vice Chair for Region One.  Professor Ricciardi has also served as dialect coach for productions at the University at Albany, Schenectady Community College, and the Cohoes Music Hall.  

The Education Department received its first re-accreditation by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education.  The re-accreditation was awarded without conditions. Congratulations to the Education Department as well as to our supporting major Departments!

Several faculty members in the Creative Arts Department have had their work recognized this year:

· Scott Foster, Assistant Professor of Studio Art, has had paintings in two national juried shows, and one international show during his first year at Siena.
· Amanda Green, Assistant Professor of Visual Art, had her work shown at the Telluride Film Festival in Colorado.  This month, her paintings and video work are on exhibit in Prague.
· Mahmood Karimi-Hakak, Professor of Theatre, published a book of his own poetry last Fall, upon his return from a year-long Fulbright Fellowship in Israel.
· Patricia Trutty-Coohill, Professor of Art History, edited a book of essays, published four articles and presented two papers at international meetings.

The Center for Revolutionary Era Studies was awarded a $500,000 matching grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.  Only eight grants were awarded nationally.  The funding will help to establish Siena as a national leader in research on the American Revolution.  The Center is directed by Dr. Jennifer Dorsey of the History Department.

The Center for Revolutionary Era Studies hosted noted historian, Dr. Sheila Skemp of the University of Mississippi in April. She lectured on the topic, “A World We Have Lost: Benjamin Franklin and the American Dream.”

The History Club, supported by the History Department and the Center for Revolutionary Era Studies, conducted the third annual “Day of Living History” in April on campus.

The Siena College Moot Court / Mock Trial Team of the Pre-Law Program competed in the American Mock Trial Association Regional Trial Competition at the University of Buffalo in February. The team, for the third time in the past seven years, was awarded “The Spirit of AMTA” Award as the most professional team for its legal demeanor and character. Christine Armstrong ’13 was awarded two trophies: “Best Witness” and “Best Attorney” – first time one student from any competing college has won two awards at the Regional Competition.

The Summer Legal Fellows Program had 12 participants during Summer 2010, assigned to six law schools mentored by Law School faculty members. 12 students are scheduled to participate in Summer 2011.

The Honorable Larry J. Rosen was named the Siena College Distinguished Jurist in Residence.

The Center for the Study of Government and Politics hosted the annual Constitution Day Lecture on September 20. Patricia Salkin, Esq., Associate Dean of Albany Law School and Director of its Government and Law Center lectured on the constitutional topic, “This Land is Not Your Land, This Land is Our Land – Balancing Public and Private Property Rights.”

The Center for the Study of Government and Politics hosted renowned Constitutional scholar, Louis Fisher, Ph.D. of The Constitution Project, as its “Scholar in Residence” in April.

The Globalization Studies Program hosted Antonio de Lecea, Ph.D., Economic Minister, and Director of International Economic and Financial Affairs for the European Commission in November. He provided a Keynote Address on the topic, “The European Union Response to the Economic Crisis.”
The Globalization Studies Program hosted the 6th annual Siena College / Concordia University Globalization Conference in March. The theme of this year’s conference was “Transnational Economic and Environmental Justice.”

Two English majors -- Marcy Dwyer ’11 and Heather McHugh ’12 -- presented papers at the Queer Studies Conference at the University of North Carolina, Asheville. They were accompanied by Professor Rachel Stein of the English Department.  

Elizabeth Martini ’11 presented at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research in Ithaca, New York. She was accompanied by her advisor, Dr. Marcela Garces, a new faculty member in the Department of Modern Languages and Classics.

Kirk Schneider ’12, a member of the Philosophy Club, presented his paper, "Rights, Goods, and Gay Marriage: The Politics of Recognition in Modern Liberal Societies," at two well-known undergraduate Philosophy conferences: the Mid-Hudson Undergraduate Philosophy Conference at Marist College and the Oneonta Undergraduate Philosophy Conference.  Kirk’s research was a part of his Honors Ethics class with Professor Paul Santilli.  

The Psychology Department continues to send several students each year to regional and national conferences.  This year they went to the American Psychological Society Conference in Washington, D.C. and a conference on the Teaching of Psychology in Tarrytown, NY.

Siena College hosted the annual New York State Association of European Historians Conference in September. Dr. Wendy Pojmann, Assistant Professor of History, was Chair of the conference.

The Sociology Department prepared three students to present their work at regional and national conferences:
  
· Hunter Harrison ’11 presented his paper on “The Socialization of Massive Multiplayer Online Role Playing Games” at the New York State Sociological Association in October.
· Cristin White ’12 displayed a poster based on her research project, “History on Repeat: A Study of Reenactors”, at the annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society in Philadelphia.
· Ashley Powell ’11 created a poster based on her study of tattooing titled, “Perceptions of Deviance Across the Generations”, also at the Eastern Sociological Society annual meeting.

Sociology Professor Paul Murray will escort a group of seven Albany High School students and five Siena College students on a week-long tour of sites in Alabama and Mississippi associated with the Civil Rights Movement during Summer 2011.  They will meet and interview veterans of the Movement and participate in ceremonies observing the 50th anniversary of the “Freedom Rides.”



Siena College is the first Catholic College nationally to achieve official designation as a “Fair Trade Campus.”  Approved by the Board of Trustees, this means that the College will continue to expand its efforts to purchase products and commodities--such as coffee, sugar, and chocolate--which have been produced under “fair working conditions.”   This initiative was led by a student group with guidance from Dr. Vera Eccarius-Kelly of the Political Science Department and Dr. Shannon O’Neill, Director of the Sister Thea Bowman Center for Women.
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