Highlights in the School of Liberal Arts -- 2008-09

· The Center for Revolutionary Era Studies continued to develop its relationship with the Historic Saratoga/ Washington-on-the-Hudson Partnership. Dr. Jennifer Dorsey, Associate Professor of History, became the Center’s first Director in September 2008.  The History Club sponsored “A Day of Living History” on the Siena campus on April 18th, with a Revolutionary Era, Civil War, and modern military encampment and re-enacted military exercises.  Over 115 guests visited the campus that day.

· School of Liberal Arts faculty published seven books this year, along with numerous articles, exhibits, and conference presentations.  Their topics range from the constitutionality of military tribunals to translations of Persian poetry. 

· The Education Club and Department established a chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, the International Education Honor Society. 28 inaugural members were inducted.  Two Siena Education alumni were named New York State Teacher of the Year during the past five years, Elizabeth Day (2005) and Richard Ognibene (2008); both were both guests of honor at the Kappa Delta Pi event.

· Two Liberal Arts faculty are experiencing or planning for Fulbright study.  Professor Duane Matcha is currently at the University of Vilnius, Lithuania, teaching courses on national health care.  Professor Mahmood Karimi-Hakak has been awarded a Fulbright for 2009-2010 to teach at the University of Tel Aviv.

· Four faculty members are participating in the VISTA-sponsored Community Engagement Consortium.  They are preparing service-learning courses in collaboration with local non-profit organizations, so that our students can develop long-term experiences in service to the poor and marginalized.  Associate Professor of Sociology Mathew Johnson has been a leader in bringing  the VISTA programs to our campus.

· WVCR launched an Internet radio station, Siena Talk 291.  The venture was funded by a generous donation from Ann and Bob Higgins.

· The Creative Arts Committee and WVCR conceived and sponsored a special event at the historic Cohoes Music Hall, honoring legendary jazz pianist, Lee Shaw.  The Mayor of Cohoes declared “Lee Shaw Day”, and several jazz artists contributed to an outstanding evening of music. 






· Two Liberal Arts students have received prestigious grants to study foreign languages abroad.  Leah Antil, a Psychology major, will spend the summer in Russia, funded by the U.S. Department of State Critical Language Scholarship Program.  Paul Notar, a Political Science graduate of the Class of 2008, has received a Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for the Ph.D. program in Near Eastern Studies at the University of Michigan.  Paul will be studying Arabic at one of the Top 5 programs in the country. 
