History Department

Course Offerings

Spring 2010
· PLEASE SEE SIENA COURSE SCHEDULE FOR SECTIONS/TIMES.  

· PLEASE SEE CATALOG OR SCHEDULE FOR ATTRIBUTES (such as if a course satisfies European, American, Non-Western, or Core requirements).

· PLEASE NOTE IF PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR IS REQUIRED

· HIST101 is a prerequisite for all other history courses.

HIST 101
The Shaping of the Contemporary World

· Please see schedule for instructors and sections.

· Fulfills college core requirement for history.

· Prerequisite for all other history courses.

This course aims to provide students with an introduction to the discipline and methodologies of history through the study of the relationship of the West to non-Western societies in the contemporary world.  Attention is focused on understanding the unique events and trends of the 20th century and their political, social, economic, literary and artistic antecedents in the previous century.  (CORE: DH).

HIST 190
Level One Honors Seminar:  The Contemporary World



Instructor:  Dr. Karen Mahar OR Dr. Claire Parham



PERMISSION REQUIRED

This is the honors level section of HIST101.  Permission is required.

HIST 201
The West and the World I
TR 8:30-9:50 or 11:30-12:50

           
Instructor:  Fr. Daniel Dwyer

*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*History Major Requirement
                        

The purpose of this course is to analyze the Western Tradition as it evolved from the Greeks to the Italian Renaissance; to understand and appreciate non-Western civilizations and their encounters with the West; to examine the human condition over time, both the role of the powerful and the powerless.

HIST 202
The West and the World II
MWF 2:35-3:30




Instructor:  Dr. Scott Taylor

*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*History Major Requirement
The purpose of this class is to examine world history, with a special focus on Europe, from 1492 to 1914. Modernity, its causes and effects, and the links between different regions of the world, will be the main themes of our class. Students will write three papers, two based on common readings and one on a topic of interest for the student. There will also be a midterm and final.

HIST 203

American History I

MW 6:00-9:00




Instructor: Dr. James Harrison




MINI-SEMESTER

*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*History Major and History Education Major Requirement

The purpose of this course is to provide an understanding of the development of the United States after the Civil War.  Main themes will be examined within the context of responses and challenges (social, economic, political, and ecological) as well as looking at the consequences of the clash of ideas, predominant old ideas being challenged by new ones.  Emphasis will be placed on the interaction of social, economic, and political developments as they shaped an American culture.  Collaterally, the course will examine the emergence of the United States as a world power in the twentieth century and the impact this has had on both the world and the people of the United States.  Throughout the course, stress will be placed on the growing diverse character of the United States as ethnic, racial, and gender groups demand an increasing participatory role in the society.

Requirements:  Presentation, quizzes, exams, research paper.

HIST 203
American History I 
MW 3:40-5:00 





Instructor: Dr. Jennifer Dorsey                                                                          
*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*History Major Requirement
This course explores American history from early European settlement through the end of the Civil War in 1865.  Some of the key topics for this course include: the reasons for and the nature of settlement in the various colonies; the collision of English and Native American cultures; the origins and development of African slavery in North America; the development of distinctly American political, social, and economic institutions; the ideology of American Independence; the creation of a new political order; economic and geographic expansion; growing sectional division; and the causes of the Civil War.  These topics will be explored from political, economic, and social perspectives.  
HIST 204

American History II

TR 10:00-11:20 or TR 1:00-2:20 




Instructor: Dr. Bruce Eelman or Dr. Claire Parham

*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*History Major and History Education Major Requirement
This course explores United States history from the end of the Civil War to the present.  Key topics will include the political, economic, and social Reconstruction of the United States; the rise of corporate America; immigration; urbanization; America’s increasing engagement in world affairs; and changes in American culture during the twentieth century.  Students will consider these topics from the perspectives of government policy, race, class, and gender. Course requirements will consist of substantial readings, a mid-term exam, a final exam, class participation, and a series of document analysis papers.  Readings will consist of a survey text, a primary document reader, and one or two monographs.

HIST 230
The Renaissance 


 MWF 1:30-2:25

           
Instructor:  Dr. Scott Taylor


This course will examine the Renaissance and its era in Europe, from around 1350 to 1550. We will focus on cultural change in Italy, but also explore social history and events in the rest of Europe, too. We will be reading primary sources and also exploring debates about the Renaissance. Written assignments will include two research papers, a midterm, and a final.

HIST 255
Contemporary Europe Since 1945
MW 3:40-5:00

                          Instructor: Dr. Wendy Pojmann


This course examines the history of Europe since the devastating aftermath of World War II to recent struggles to merge the "old" and "new" Europes. Students will receive an overview of the main political, economic, social, cultural and intellectual developments and attempt to grapple with the major crises and triumphs of the continent's recent past. Topics to be covered include: postwar recovery, the Cold War, de-colonization, the economic boom, social movements, revolutions in Eastern Europe, the European Union, immigration, and nationalism. Requirements include active in class participation, two take home exams, and a semester long research project.       

HIST 290
Proseminar in History

MWF 9:20-10:15

           
Instructor:  Dr. Karen Mahar

(Open only to History Majors, History Education Majors, History Minors, and American Studies Majors – should be taken semester prior to HIST 499 – Capstone)

This seminar aims to introduce history students to both the methods and philosophical problems of history. That is why it is called a proseminar, because it is rooted in problems of a particular academic discipline. The seminar will first consider the way history is done (or history as a way of thinking), then turn to the philosophy of history and the questions historians have asked about their discipline. 

HIST 295
History of Modern Russia
MWF 9:20-10:15




           
Instructor:  Fr. Daniel Dwyer

This is a course that will appeal to anyone who has ever heard of Ivan the Terrible, Peter the Great or Vladimir Ilyich Lenin.  We will trace the rise of the Russian State from its earliest origins in Kievan Rus, through the period of domination by Moscow, to the rise and fall of St. Petersburg as the Imperial Capital.  Attention will be paid to the minority groups within the Russian Empire and to social, intellectual, religious and cultural contributions arising from the Russian lands and peoples. We will begin with legendary events such as Prince Vladimir's Christianization of the Russians in 988, and end with the overthrow of the last Tsar in 1917.
HIST 327
New York State History
MWF 8:15-9:10



Instructor:  Fr. Daniel Dwyer
             
(Open only to History Majors, History Education Majors, 
History Minor and American Studies Majors or by permission of Fr. Dwyer)

This course will examine the development and importance of New York State.

Students will investigate the geological and geographical settings; the history, cultures, and significance of the native Algonquian and Iroquoian peoples; The Dutch and English periods of the colonial era; the role of immigrants, economics, religion and reform movements; and the place of New York in the arts, literature and science.

Attention will naturally be paid to the place of New York in the Federal Union and its contributions to such events as The Civil War, national politics, and social change. 

Students will become familiar with an array of important New Yorkers, ranging from Susan B. Anthony to John Peter Zenger.  We will contemplate the amazing ethnic diversity found in New York from earliest times, and the vastly different urban, rural and suburban settings in which New Yorkers have lived and worked. 

HIST 333
Modern Middle East 


TR 4:00-5:20

           
Instructor:  Dr. Karl Barbir


This is the second of two courses dealing with the history of the Middle East offered here at Siena College.  It covers the period between about 1800 and the present; it provides the student with historical knowledge to appreciate the modern experience of Middle Eastern peoples; and it offers broad generalizations rather than a highly specialized and narrowly-focused approach.  No specialized preparation or prerequisite is needed.  Curiosity and a willingness to work with unfamiliar and new materials are essential, however.  Students will write several take-home essays and research a fifteen-page paper on a tightly focused topic.

Course Objectives:

(1) to introduce the student to a major world region with a long history and tradition; 

(2) to illumine present conditions at least in part by acquiring knowledge and understanding of the recent past, the modern period;

(3) to study the emergence since 1800 of the regional Middle Eastern state system, deep economic transformation, and wrenching social and cultural change.  Particular attention is given to the causes of conflict and war.  

The final grade will include the following elements:1 take-home test; final exam;
term paper (15-20 pages) or 3 book reviews (5 pp. each); participation.
HIST 343 6E
Latin America: National Period

T 6:00-8:50

           
Instructor:  Dr. James Harrison



(Cross-listed as MULT332)

This course will examine the history of Latin America after the period of the wars for independence, 1810-1821, to the present time.  We will begin the study with background of the colonial period in order to put into perspective the consequence of three hundred years of Spanish and Portuguese control.  In particular, an emphasis will be placed on the lack of political development and its impact on the Latin Americans when they have the responsibility for constructing their own political and economic systems.  The emphasis of the course will be on human development and the focus will be on the political, social, and economic circumstances created as each of the Latin American states struggle with various perceptions of modernization.  Contrasts will be made between conditions and ideas of the nineteenth century and those of the twentieth century.  Additionally, examination will be specifically made regarding the changing role of the Church, the condition of women, and anarchy/military dictatorship/democracy.  The consequences of these differences will provide the analytical framework of the course.

Books:  Skidmore, Modern Latin America; Hamill, Caudillos; Burns, The Poverty of Progress

Requirements:  Presentation, quizzes, exams, research paper.
HIST 363
History of Modern Japan 


TR 4:00-5:20




Instructor:  Dr. Jeannine Chandler 

This course examines the making of modern Japan from the Tokugawa shogunate till the present day. Emphasis will be on issues of imperialism, colonialism, identity, ethnicity/race, and nationalism, especially with regards to Japan’s interaction with immediate neighbors China and Korea, as well as its relationship with the United States. Topics will include: the legacy of the Tokugawa era, the transformations of the Meiji Restoration, the creation of state-sponsored nationalism, the militarism of the interwar period, Japan’s role in the Second World War, and the political, economic and cultural struggles in the Shôwa (1926-1989) and Heisei (1989-) eras. We will also spend time investigating Japanese popular culture (e.g. the samurai films of Akira Kurosawa). The course will consist of lectures with incorporated discussion.  We will view and discuss documentary and full-length films (in part or complete) as time permits. 
HIST 373
Africa II: The Modern Transition
TR 10:00-11:20



Instructor:  Dr. Nii Nartey



(Cross-listed as MULT 312)

*Satisfies Human Past Core Area Requirement (Core: CAH)
*Satisfies non-western history requirement for majors


This course deals with colonial and post-colonial Africa, focusing on the period from 1875 to the present. The course will examine among other themes the following: the scramble and partition of Africa during the new imperialism of the late nineteenth century; the colonial conquest and African resistance; the impact of colonial rule on Africa and Africans in the first part of the twentieth century; the struggle for Independence in the post-world War II period; civilian and military governments in independent Africa; the challenges of modernization and development in contemporary Africa; and the role of the international community in the current economic and related problems facing many African nations. No pre-requisites to register for this class, but it is very important for each student to commit enthusiastically to grapple with new, and, sometimes unfamiliar material. Requirements: Readings--texts and novels, discussions, quizzes, mid-term examination, final examination, and a ten page research paper.

HIST 390
Honors: Industry and Technology in Early America
T 1:00-3:05

           
Instructor:  Dr. Bruce Eelman

This honors seminar will explore the key period of industrialization and technological development from the era of the American Revolution through the Civil War. America’s first iron foundries served the patriots in the Revolution, the first textile factories provided an economic stimulus to the New Nation, and industries in places like Troy, New York and Richmond, Virginia were critical to both the Union and Confederate war efforts during the Civil War. We will also discuss important revolutions in technology such as the power loom and interchangeable parts. New industry and technology also brought new labor relations.  We will explore the important role of women and immigrants in the labor force as well as emerging labor union movements. The primary mode of instruction will be class discussion of assigned readings.  As such, class participation will make up an important portion of the grade, along with two short papers and one long research paper. There will be no exams.

HIST 455
The Westward Movement, 1750-1890    TR 10:00-11:20
           
Instructor:  Dr. Bruce Eelman

Since the colonial era, the frontier has played a central role in America’s development.  This course will examine the westward movement of American populations from the period of the French and Indian War to the “closing” of the Western frontier in 1890.  We will study the reasons for movement westward, the multicultural nature of western migration, the encounter with native populations, the development of a federal policy for western settlement, and the geographic and geologic challenges to westward movement.  In addition to examining the physical movement westward, we will also consider the importance of the “idea” of the West in American history.  The tentative requirements for the course will include substantial readings from a text as well as supplemental monographs and primary accounts, a mid-term examination, a final examination, a class presentation, a 3-5 page paper, and a 10-15 page paper.

HIST 463 
U.S. Military History

W 6:00-8:50

           
Instructor:  Prof. John Vallely

An examination of the military experience of the United States from the early European settlements to the post-Cold War period. Emphasis will be placed on the challenges posed by war and the nation’s response. The role of the military in a democracy, the influence of English civil-military traditions, the impact of war on society, the campaigns and battles of the major conflicts,

and America’s role in the international arena will also be discussed. The lectures and readings are supplemented by a field trip to the Gettysburg battlefield (this is optional).

Course work: 12-15 page research paper, mid-term, final exam, quizzes. 

HIST 480/AMST 480
 Internship in History


              PERMISSION REQUIRED:  SEE Dr. Mahar or Dr. Dorsey

Internships are open to second-semester Juniors and Seniors who have completed a minimum  of 9 credit hours in history, including U.S. history, and who present a GPA of 2.75 or higher.  Internships involve work in local historical societies, museums, archival and resource centers, etc. The places where past interns have most often served include 

· Historic Cherry Hill (a house museum in Albany)

· Rensselaer County Junior Museum,

· New York State Museum,

· Historic Albany Project-New York State Museum

· National Museum of Racing

· Saratoga National Battlefield.

Permission required from the Director of American Studies and the Head of the History Department.    Evaluation of such credit is made by the staff of the participating institution, and the Director of American Studies or a member of the History Department chosen by the Department in consultation with the Director of American Studies.  This course is cross-listed under AMST480.

SEE INTERNSHIP APPLICATION FORM ATTACHED TO BACK OF THIS COURSE GUIDE.

HIST 485/AMST485
 Investigating Ten Broeck

MWF 1:30-2:25


              Instructors: Dr. Karen Mahar and Dr. Jenn Dorsey

Students in this course will develop exhibits, tours and public programming for the Ten Broeck Mansion, an “historic house museum” and headquarters of the Albany County Historical Association.  Built in 1797-1798 for General Abraham Ten Broeck and his wife, Elizabeth Van Rensselaer, the home is a Federal-style house set atop Arbor Hill with a view of the Hudson River.  In 1848 Theodore Olcott purchased the home and renamed it “Arbour Hill” (today Arbor Hill) after the surrounding area. It remained in the Olcott family until 1948, when the Olcott family presented the home to the Albany County Historical Association.  Ten Broeck’s director, Wendy Burch, and Matt Kirk, President of the Albany County Historical Association, have developed a list of strategic research projects that when completed will greatly enrich the quality of the museum’s interpretation. Students in AMST/HIST 485 will select and complete a research project and then share their findings with the Ten Broeck staff for inclusion in their tours of the museum.  Class format will include seminar discussion of issues involved with the interpretation of Albany history, material culture, and landscapes.   As this is a hands-on history course, it will fulfill the HIST110 requirement for majors.


HIST 485/RELG 490/AMST 485


HNRS: Religion, The Founding Fathers, and the Birth of the American Republic 


Instructor: Dr. Joseph Allegretti


TH 1:00-3:05

This seminar will explore the relationship between religion and government from the colonial period through the early years of the American nation. We will examine the place of religion in the colonies, with special attention to the state establishments of religion in Massachusetts and Virginia and to the experiment in religious toleration in Pennsylvania. We will explore the role of religion in the Revolution. We will examine how the so-called Founding Fathers (such as Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and Washington) viewed religion and religion’s role in the state. Were they orthodox Christians, Deists, or something else? We will also investigate the controversies over religion in the Republic at the state and national levels, with special attention to the debates over the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom. We will look at how our first presidents dealt with religion. What did Thomas Jefferson mean, for example, when he talked of a wall of separation between church and state? We will trace the gradual evolution from state-sponsored religion to religious toleration and then to true religious liberty. Finally, we will consider the relevance of this history for contemporary debates about church and state.  Much of our reading will consist of primary sources.

HIST 490
Honors: History of Medicine in the West

T 1:00-3:05

                     
Instructor:  Dr. Scott Taylor

This course will examine medical theory, medical practice, disease, and the social history of medicine in the West. Beginning in the Middle Ages, the course will run up through the current issues in the United States such as vaccinations and health insurance. There will be a heavy reading load, and written assignments will include a book review and a research paper. 
HIST499  
Capstone: Islam and the West

 

T 6:00-8:50


                          Instructor: Dr. Karl Barbir


             Open only to History and History Education majors with Senior standing.

A student research oriented course requiring a substantial paper based on direct investigation of primary sources (primarily in translation). Papers will be critiqued by members of the class. Additional, shorter writing assignments may also be required. The topic of the course is the historical relations of Islam and the West; student papers may emphasize either the European/American side of that relationship or the Islamic side.

HISTORY AND AMERICAN STUDIES INTERNSHIP APPLICATION

DUE:  At least three working days before your registration date.  Please submit the application via Email to Dr. Mahar (kmahar@siena.edu.)

STEPS: 

1. Do your research:  Please read the online information about HIST/AMST480 at www.siena.edu/history under “History and American Studies Internships.”   

2.  Check your qualifications:

Students entering the Fall of 2004:  Second-semester Juniors and Seniors who have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in history, including U.S. history, and who present at least a 3.0 GPA in History and 2.9 overall.
Students entering the Fall of 2001-Fall 2003:  Second-semester Juniors and Seniors who have completed a minimum of 9 credit hours in history, including U.S. history, and who present a GPA of 2.75 or higher

Students entering before Fall of 2001:  Permission of the Director of the American Studies Program and the head of the History Department.  

3.  Tell us who you are:  

Name_____________________________________

Major ____________________________________

Overall GPA _________  GPA in major ________

Projected graduation date_____________________

4.  Tell us why you want an internship.  Tell us 1) why you wish to take an internship rather than a regular class, 2) what you hope to gain from it, and 3) what local historical societies or museums you may be interested in.   
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