Captain Christopher Layton, U.S. Army

Assistant Professor of Military Science and Leadership

In June 2001, Captain Christopher Layton enlisted in the Army as a Cryptographic Arabic Linguist and served his first tour of duty as a Military Intelligence Soldier with the 3rd Infantry Division until October 2004.  He received his commission from the US Army Officer Candidate School in January 2005 at Ft. Benning, GA.  

From September 2005 to September 2006, Captain Layton served as a Data Package platoon leader at the 252nd Signal Company, 56th Signal Battalion in Ft. Gordon, GA.  As a platoon leader he deployed in support of USSOUTHCOM mission “New Horizons” in El Salvador, which was a joint engineering task force, deployed to build clinics and schools.  In addition to the building projects, the task force was responsible for providing medical and dental assistance to the poorer areas of the Morazan region.  While in El Salvador Captain Layton was the Joint Communications Officer for the task force and placed in charge of all voice and data communications provided to task force personnel spread throughout the region.

In September 2006, Captain Layton moved to the 63rd Expeditionary Signal Battalion where he served as the Network Officer for the unit’s transition to become the Army’s first Expeditionary Signal Battalion.  After serving as the Network Officer, he assumed duties as the Battalion Assistant Operations Officer (Assistant S3).  He served as the Network Officer, Assistant S3, and Plans Officer from September 2006 until December 2008 when he assumed command of A Co, 63rd ESB.  He served as the commander of Alpha Company from December 2008 to February 2010.
After successful completion of company command, Captain Layton moved on to the 513th Military Intelligence Brigade where he served as the Battalion Communications Officer (S6) of the 297th Military Intelligence Battalion.
Captain Layton has a Master’s degree from Michigan State University and a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Redlands.  He is a graduate of the Defense Language Institute Arabic Course, the Goethe Institute German language program, the Signal Officer Basic Course, and the Signal Captains Career Course.  His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation Award, the Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal with bronze star, the Global War on Terrorism Service Ribbon, and the German Army Proficiency Badge (Gold).

Currently, Captain Layton serves as the Siena College ROTC Battalion Operations Officer, as well as Assistant Professor of Military Science and Leadership, responsible for all Cadet training, with specific emphasis on preparing 3rd year Cadets for their advanced summer training at Fort Lewis, WA.

