Jerome Walton Excellence in Teaching Award
  Finalists for this year’s Jerome Walton Excellence in Teaching Award were:
            Dr. Cheryl Buff, Associate Professor of Marketing and Management
            Dr. Karen Mahar, Associate Professor of History
            Dr. John McKenna, Professor of Modern Languages
            Dr. John O’Neill, Associate Professor of Quantitative Business Analysis
            Dr. Charles Trainor, Professor of English 
            Dr. Scott Vandenberg, Professor of Computer Science

The recipient of the 2009 Jerome Walton Excellence in Teaching Award is Dr. Charles Trainor. 
Chuck began teaching at Siena College in 1982. He has taught over twenty different courses, supervised independent study students, served as an Honors Thesis advisor, and supervised numerous student-teachers of English. He has shared his passion for literature and the teaching of English with his students, inspiring in them a similar passion. One of his recent students wrote, “He is a teacher we should all aspire to be like. His enthusiasm, work ethic, and challenging classroom environment affords students a phenomenal learning experience. … I only hope to be a fraction of what he is in the classroom as I grow in my own career (as a teacher).”

His colleague, Meg Woolbright in a letter of support writes: “When I peer through the slatted blinds into Chuck’s office, what I see is a large, comfortable looking, red leather arm chair. This isn’t the chair that Chuck sits in; it’s the chair reserved for his students.  (A chair, by the way that is rarely empty). Chuck is an excellent teacher because both in and outside the classroom, he pays attention to his students. He listens to them; he cares about them; he attends to them. 

I am pleased to announce that the winner of the Jerome Walton Excellence in Teaching Award is Dr. Chuck Trainor, Professor of English.




Raymond Kennedy Excellence in Scholarship Award
  Finalists for this year’s Raymond Kennedy Excellence in Scholarship Award were:
            Dr. Leonard Cutler, Professor of Political Science
            Dr. Charles Seifert, Professor of Marketing and Management
            Dr. Carla Sofka, Associate Professor of Social Work
            Dr. Rachel Sterne-Marr, Professor of Biology

The Raymond Kennedy Award Committee commends our four nominees for their research. All four are engaged in work that benefits Siena and the wider community – through studying problems of terrorism and law; providing guidelines to help cope with death and dying; applying the most sophisticated management tools to the health care system; and developing biomedical procedures. All of their work is notable for its social efficacy.

The 2009 Raymond Kennedy Excellence in Scholarship Award recipient is Dr. Rachel Sterne-Marr, Professor of Biology.  Her work involves the foundations of biomedicine. Her research focuses on the mechanisms and processes that allow drugs to work, providing critical information allowing more effective treatment for congestive heart failure. According to her dean, Dr. Karen Quaal, her work employs a “multidisciplinary approach” which “leads to the design of therapeutics.” The methodology she has developed has been adopted by major laboratories. The esteem in which she is held in the scientific community is demonstrated by her extensive list of publications in the most prestigious journals in her field, being chosen as a National Science Foundation panelist and reviewer, and by a number of grants from the National Science Foundation including the most recent one for $600,000.

I am pleased to announce that the winner of the Raymond Kennedy Scholarship Award is Dr. Rachel Sterne-Marr, Professor of Biology. Siena recognizes Dr. Sterne-Marr as an exemplary scholar and congratulates her on her contributions to her discipline and the college.






Fr. Matthew Conlin, O.F. M. Distinguished Service Award
Finalists for the first Fr. Matthew Conlin, O.F. M. Distinguished Service Award were:
            Mr. Gilbert Brookins, Associate Professor of Marketing and Management
            Dr. Joshua Diamond, Professor of Physics
            Ms. Diane Strock-Lynskey, Professor of Social Work 

The first recipient of the Fr. Matthew C. Conlin, O.F.M. Distinguished Service Award, a member of the faculty since 1980, has long been a pillar of the Siena Community
Though his volunteer efforts are perhaps most noticed each September --at the time of the faculty picnic; his steady and substantive work has affected the life of virtually every faculty member on the campus.  In a quiet and unassuming way, he has helped to shape our curriculum, boost our morale and enhance the lives of our students.
Over almost thirty years, he has served more than once, as Chair of his department, and on such important committees as the Faculty Committee which he chaired, Core Advisory Committee, Education Professions, Faculty Handbook, Social Responsibility and Investments, Faculty Status, Board of Instruction and the Niebuhr Institute among others.  His contributions to these committees have not been purely nominal.  He has always given unselfishly of himself.  He has expended countless hours in research and deliberation.  Though he has dealt with issues that can be contentious, he always treats his colleagues with the utmost patience and respect. 
He has been a real mentor for students, accompanying them to conferences, helping them with research, organizing hikes and picnics, and actively advising the Physics Club.  He has actively participated in the Urban Scholar’s Program, and generously shared his expertise and guidance with local high school students.  His community involvement shows the same dedication and breadth as his on campus service.  He has done all of this while pursuing serious research and serving as an exemplary teacher.
As one of his colleagues noted “I know of no other faculty member who has labored as long and as consistently to serve the college and the community as he…”
I am pleased to announce that the winner of the Fr. Matthew T. Conlin, O.F. M. Distinguished Service Award is Dr. Joshua B. Diamond, Professor of Physics.


Major Matthews G. Chambers
Army ROTC - National Instructor of the Year
Major Matthew G. Chambers is this year’s recipient of the Colonel Leo A. Codd Memorial Award as presented by the National Defense Industrial Association.  Major Chambers was presented the first place award for the most outstanding Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps instructor for the 2008-2009 academic year.  Major Chambers was selected from among 1000 junior officers (not above the rank of major/lieutenant commander) who are instructors in the ROTC Program across the country. The award recognizes the “most outstanding ROTC instructor of the year” from each Branch of Service (Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps) and each service is awarded a first, second and third place prize.  An excerpt from his nomination reads, “MAJ Matt Chambers represents the finest qualities we expect in our soldiers, officers and leaders.  He is dedicated to the mission, cares immensely for its people, and is an expert trainer and educator…In every capacity, he has gone well above the standard and established a record of excellence.”  It is with great pride that the Siena Community recognizes Major Matthew Chambers as the top Army ROTC instructor of the year.


